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 Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Planning Board 

Meeting Minutes – September 24, 2020 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page. The 
meeting was held at Whitcomb Hall and via Zoom software for electronic conferencing due to the 
COVID-19 health emergency in the State of New Hampshire. Emergency meeting pursuant to Executive 
Order 2020-04, Section 8 and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. Members present: Chair Glenn Page, 
Richard Sainsbury, and Ruth Snyder at Whitcomb Hall and Jane Johnson, Scott Self, Michael York via 
Zoom. Also present was Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler and 
Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard via Zoom. 
 
Absent:  Alternate Steve Malone and Selectboard Representative Ken Colby                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Others Present:  
Chard Branon, P.E. with Fieldstone Land Use Consultants, Resident Richard Lane 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS: The public access to the meeting online via www.zoom.us,using the Zoom App on a cell 
phone or tablet or laptop, or using a landline by calling (929) 205-6099 and entering Meeting ID number 
814 7737 5653. If there is difficulty accessing the meeting, please call (603) 352-7411 ext. 108. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Snyder that there is no item on the agenda 
which can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Self with no 
further discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES: 

• The meeting Minutes of September 10, 2020 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury 
to approve the meeting Minutes of September 10, 2020. There was a second to the motion by 
Snyder. Sainsbury said he was talking about arborvitae on the north end of the property for 
Apex Racing screening. Bernard agreed to update the document. All were in favor by roll call. 
Motion passed. 

 
Apex Racing 
Bachler said Apex Racing will be planting a vegetative buffer. 
 
APPLICATIONS and PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Asher Construction, LLC is the owner of the property at 1415 Old Homestead Highway. The subject 
property is located in the Rural/Agricultural District and is shown at Tax Map 27, Lot 5-2. The applicant is 
seeking to construct a single-family dwelling on the property and undertaking grading for a possible 
future agricultural use on the property. 
 

http://www.zoom.us,using/
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The above application was withdrawn by Chad Branon, P.E. Fieldstone Land Use Consultants on behalf 
of Asher Construction, LLC. 
 
Branon explained a bit about the withdrawal. He said early plans were presented with little information 
and now the design includes the buyer’s requirements for a new home. Branon noted a petition from 
abutters and he said he would like to meet with the abutting property owners since he feels there is a 
lot of misinformation. He said it will allow for a better process.  He noted the request for withdrawal of 
the application and hopefully he will be back after speaking to the concerns of the neighbors.  
 
Richard Lane spoke. He asked about the withdrawal and whether it included the Special Exception 
application to be considered at the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) meeting on October 19th. Branon 
said that they have not formally withdrawn from the ZBA and may still pursue the Special Exception 
after there is discussion with the neighbors.  Lane said the cubic yards shown is 20,000 cubic yards to be 
removed. He said that they have removed product from that site to do more than re-grade and put in a 
home. Branon said he would not speak to what has been removed or not removed on the property. He 
said someone wants to purchase a home 200 feet off the highway. He said revisions need to be made to 
the plan and there will be an opportunity to address Lane’s concerns.  
 
Lane asked Chair Page about the June 25th Planning Board when direction was given to Asher for 
sequence of applications that they had to make, yet it seems that they are circumventing the ZBA and 
looking for an opinion from the Planning Board before receiving the approval from the ZBA. Bachler said 
the Planning Board would wait for Special Exception approval before the application is approved. He 
noted the applicant was seeking clarification from the Planning Board on sections in RSA 155-E, but has 
decided to withdraw at this point.  The authority of ZBA and Planning Board was discussed.  
 
Branon said some Special Exceptions have gone to Planning Board first. Branon said there are more 
details now than in June 25, 2020 and given that, it doesn’t make sense to present the merits of the 
application tonight. He said final plans are in the works based on what someone wants to build on the 
site.  He said he is present tonight as a courtesy to the Planning Board.  Branon said the Planning Board 
has the authority to grant exceptions from RSA 155-E.  
 
Lane said that RSA 155-E states that no entity shall grant a permit for excavation within 50 feet of a 
boundary of a disapproving abutter. Page spoke about the setback and referred to a 20-foot side 
setback. 
 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS: 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment Discussion 
Bachler said he made progress on the suggestions made by the Board and will continue that discussion 
at the next meeting. 
 
Parking Plan for former Homestead Woolen Mill 
Bachler informed the Board members that the overflow parking plan for the former Homestead Woolen 
Mill has been received and approved by staff 
 
Next Meeting:  October 8, 2020 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury. There was a second to the motion by Snyder with no further 
discussion. All were in favor by roll call. Motion passed. Adjournment occurred at 6:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary  


